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Is it true that long back tigers inhabited Bagh Talav?

Heard stories from grandmother that once upon a time, there was a dense forest
here, the Talav was full of water and many animals lived here.

Where did they go? _ & 5
Can all this be brought back again? -
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A Tender Bud.....

With a dream to create a world full of love, life, knowledge, colourful expressions and a desire
to share our discoveries with few innocent souls, we set for a journey on 15 June 2017 with the
foundation of Vidya Aranyam. As an artist having also learnt mathematics and science streams
with the same passion, i was keen to offer fresh ideas in Education that primarily stemmed from
few time-tested concepts on various traditions and some of my discoveries as a longtime learner.
Taking the philosophy of Gurukul tradition as the foundation, we worked around ideas like fu-
turistic vision, environmental consciousness, global perspective and most importantly, the aim
to sculpt thinking innovative minds that may possibly evolve as future leaders, awakened artists,
sensitive caregivers or spirited farmers!

The book ‘Pankh’ is a humble attempt to celebrate one year of this inspiring and challenging
journey nurturing few tender minds. It is indeed a joyous moment that this is being published to
mark the second annual showcase named Pankh by our shishyas.

We are fortunate to have a team of inspired teachers at Vidya Aranyam who are also awak-
ened learners constantly working towards evolution of the school. Needless to say, the dedicated
members of Mahagami team have been pillars of strength and moral support in all our outreach
initiatives including nurturing this tender bud: Vidya Aranyam.

Hope this humble compilation is received with affection by the knowledgeable and the caring.
Parwati Dutta

Vision Director | Vidya Aranyam
Director | Mahagami Gurukul
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... the tender buds




Witnessing a concert
Vidya-Aranyam Campus

Dance Shiv Jayanti

The Beginning : 15 June 2017 Independence Day Celebration 2018

Vidya-Aranyam Team
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'Pankh' 2018

Presentation witnessed by MGM Trustees
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Music

Pottery

Kites gifted to 12 orphanages

Play Area

Sculpture
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L:-‘-;"“.__ Journey through our solar system

Our solar system consists of eight planets with all orbit around our home star, the Sun.

The solar system was formed a crazy 4.6 billion years
ago. For most of history it was thought that every-
thing moved around the Sun, however around the
17th century the idea that the earth is just one plan-
et in the solar system started gaining popularity.

It consists of eight planets which all orbit around our
home star: the Sun.
These eight planets are:
Mercury
Venus

Earth

Mars

Jupiter

Saturn

Uranus

Neptune

oONO LA WNRE

Mercury
Mercuryis the closest to the Sun and Neptune is the furthest from the Sun.

A\ . \Solar System:

The closest planet to the Sun is only about as wide as the Atlantic Ocean! 18 Mercuries would
fit into the Earth. The planet does not have an atmosphere, just like it is on all
the other planets. There is no water present on this dangerous planet either
where temperatures vary between -180°C and 430°C

This is also the fastest planet. It speeds through space with 50km per sec-
ond/31 miles per second.

30

Venus

Venus - named after the Roman goddess of beauty - is also
knows the evening or morning star. Yellow clouds made of
sulfur and sulfuric acid cover the entire planet causing light
to reflect off the surface.

This makes Venus the second brightest object in the night
sky after the Moon. However, only if the International Space
Station is not in the sky! The space station looks like a very
bright star!

Venus is very similar to Earth in terms of size and material.
However, it is the hottest planet in the Solar system with
temperatures reaching 460°C. The surface of Venus hosts thousands of volcanoes, craters and
super-high mountain ranges.

Earth

Earth is the fifth largest planet of our solar system and has one large natural satellite, the
Moon. All planets were named after Roman and Greek gods and goddesses, except the Earth.
The name nevertheless is more than 1,000 years old and means just ‘ground’.

Everything one ever knows is here. The only place where life is known to currently exist. Earth
is 70% water.

Mars
Mars, the most likely candidate for a future human habitat, has huge storms that occur every
now and then and cover the entire planet!

Mars is very cold and dry but water exists in form of ice at the
North and South poles. The surface of Mars has many craters
deep valleys and volcanoes.

The largest peak on the red planet is a volcano calle
pus Mons, which is three times higher than Mount:
the highest mountain on Earth. ‘Mons’ is the Latin v
mountain. =

Mars has two moons called Phobos and Deimos, both are
probably asteroids which were caught up by Mars’ gravitation-
al field.

There are two rovers on the surface of Mars and six spacecraft
orbiting Mars that are tasked with among other things, discovering the presence of water and
searching for evidence of previous ancient life.

Asteroid belt
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that was never able to form into a planet, or of the remains of a planet which broke apart a
very long time ago.

The asteroids in the asteroid belt come in a variety of sizes. Some are very small (less than
a mile across), while others are quite large. The largest asteroid is called Ceres. It is about
one-quarter the size of our moon. It is a dwarf planet.

Jupiter

Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system. The most fa-
mous feature on the surface of the planet is the ‘Great Red
Spot’ which is actually a storm that has been blowing for
about 350 years, if not longer.

Jupiter has some of the largest moons in the Solar System and
one in particular, Europa might be able to sustain life in an
ocean below its icy surface.

There is one spacecraft currently orbiting Jupiter called Juno.
Juno is trying to solve how the planet formed and finding out
more about the winds that occur.

Saturn

Saturn is a gas giant just like Jupiter, Neptune
and Uranus. This means that it doesn’t really
have a proper solid surface as it is mainly made
up of gases with a small rocky core. Saturn is
the second largest planet and is known for its
rings, although the other gas giants also have
these kinds of rings, only Saturn’s rings can be
seen the clearest.

Saturn’s moon, Titan is the second largest in
the solar system.
In 2005, NASA and ESA (European Space Agency) landed a space-probe called ‘Huygens’ on
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Titan revealing the composition and the landscape of this moon. This spacecraft was part of the Cas-
sini-Huygens that recently ended when the orbiting spacecraft Cassini was intentionally crashed into
Saturn. Cassini showed us that another moon of Saturn, Enceladus is also potentially habitable.

Uranus

Uranus is the second furthest planet from the sun and therefore also has to travel a pretty long time to
go once around out home star, it takes Uranus roughly 84 years to orbit
once around the sun.

Uranus is a blue planet, not because of water, but because of gases that
make it appear blue. Uranus orbits on its side, which means that its
seasons are completely different to ours. Summer and winter each take
21 years at the north and south poles!

Neptune
Neptune is closely related to Uranus, the atmosphere is composed of
almost the same gases and just like Uranus, Neptune also appears blue. Neptune inherits its name from
the Roman god of the sea as reference to its deep blue colour.
Neptune is the furthest planet from the Sun and it takes 165 years for
Neptune to go once around the Sun.

No space probes have ever visited Neptune or its partner Uranus
fly-by was made by the space probe Voyager 2 in 1989.

but a

Shrinivas S. Aundhkar

Director

MGM APJ Abdul Kalam Astrospace Science Centre & Club
Aurangabad.

Students visited the center ’
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Children can learn new skills, have fun, play
and develop self-confidence by spending
time in the kitchen garden tending plants and
growing their own food. Most children enjoy
being outdoors and love digging the sail,
getting dirty, creating things and watching
plants grow, thus they have lots of fun and
gain special benefits. Gardeningis educational
and develops new skills including:

e Responsibility — from caring for plants

o Understanding — as they learn about cause and effect (for example, plants die without
water, weeds compete with plants)

o Self-confidence — from achieving their goals and enjoying the food they have grown

° Love of nature —a chance to learn about the outdoor environment in a safe and pleasant
place

o Reasoning and discovery — learning about the science of plants, animals, weather, the
environment, nutrition and simple construction

o Physical activity — doing something fun-filled and productive
° Cooperation —including shared play activity and teamwork
o Creativity — finding new and exciting ways to grow food

o Nutrition — learning about where fresh food comes from.

Vegetables occupy an important place in our daily life to increase not only the nutritive values
of foods but also a balanced diet. Considering the importance of vegetables, to produce our
own vegetable requirements in our backyards using the available fresh water as well as the
kitchen concept has emerged. This will facilitate successful production of our own requirement
of vegetables. Cultivation in a small area facilitates the methods of controlling pests and diseas-
es through the removal of affected parts and non-use of chemicals. This is a safe practice, which
does not cause toxic residues of pesticides in the vegetables produced.

There is a limited choice for the selection of sites for kitchen gardens and the final choice is
usually the backyard of the house. This is convenient as the members of the family can give
a constant care to the vegetables during leisure and the wastewater from the bathrooms and
kitchen can easily be diverted to the vegetable beds. The size of a kitchen garden depends upon
the availability of land and number of persons for whom vegetables are to be provided. There
is no restriction in the shape of the kitchen garden but wherever possible rectangular garden is
preferred to a square one. With succession cropping and intercropping, five cents of land would
be adequate to supply vegetables for an average family of four to five persons.

Having a kitchen garden can be a great source of fun-filled learning for children.

Dr. Rajender Reddy
Director, Agriculture Education,

MGM Hills
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Inspiring thoughts ...

Schools and colleges are really a factory for turning out clerks
for the Government. | Mahatma Gandhi

When educating the minds of our youth,
we must not forget to educate their hearts. | Dalai Lama

Education is the manifestation of perfection
already existing in man. | Swami Vivekanand

One of the very important characteristics of a student is to question Let the
students ask questions. | A. P.J. Abdul Kalam

Intelligence plus character is the goal of
true education. | Martin Luther King Jr.

The illiterate of the 21st century won’t be
those who can’t read & write but those who can’t
learn, unlearn & relearn | Alvin Toffler

The intuitive mind is a sacred gift and the rational mind is a faithful servant.
We have created asociety that honors the servant
and has forgotten the gift | Albert Einstein




Where the mind is without fear

and the head is held high,

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken up
into fragments by narrow domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth of truth;
Where tireless striving

stretches its arms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason

has not lost its way into the

dreary desert sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward by thee
into ever-widening thought and action—
into that heaven of freedom,

my Father,

Let my country awake.

English Translation by Tagore in ‘Gitanjali’ 1912
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Vidya-Aranyam Model of Education

i S an S
.... Vidya is that which liberates

With this Sanskrit verse as our
inspiration and motto, a unique
model of education was designed
that could envisage the true spirit of
learning, of eradication of fear and
negativity, and of reinstating the
lost philosophy of integrated and
holistic learning. Vidya-Aranyam
has been visualised as a school that
blends the spirituality, simplicity and
profound learning of the Gurukul
system with contemporary needs,
futuristic outlook and ecological
harmony. The Education Model of
Vidya-Aranyam draws inspiration
from the four fundamental
principles of Tagore’s educational
philosophy: naturalism, humanism,
internationalism and idealism. With
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i - an aim to revive and restore our

T" knowledge-transmission system
w that was lost due to colonization,
- modernization and industrialization;
we have included four additional
components in the Education model: Culture, Heritage, Environment and Native Knowledge.
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The future education in the entire world will move towards more liberated, integrated, personalized,
project-based mentorship programs and phased learning processes. With this perspective, it is all the
more valid to re-introduce and nurture the 8-fold education model that looks at an all-round development
of the learner, the mentor and the learning space. Thus, in addition to the regular academics and activities
that every school offers, the vision of Vidya-Aranyam is to enable every child, every learner to progress
not just in the education imparted, but also in the overall development of personality, creative expression
and holistic learning. Providing wings to fly in free sky, to glide beyond smokey clouds of laborious learning
methods and to emerge as empowered spirited learners, is the philosophy at Vidya-Aranyam; that is
nestled around the hills and valleys in the picturesque campus at Bagh Talav, Gandheli

Naturalism

“From the solemn gloom of the temple children run out to sit in the
dust, God watches them play and forgets the priest” -Rabindranath
Tagore

Naturalism as a philosophy of education was developed in the 18th
century. It is based on the assumption that nature represents the
wholeness of reality. Nature, itself, is a total system that contains
and explains all existence including human beings and human
nature. Education must conform to the natural processes of growth
and mental development. This root principle, already touched upon,

Plantation by students

52

stems from a concern to understand the nature of the child and follows from naturalism’s conception of
the pupil. It is the make up of the learner that determines the character of the learning process, not the
designs of teachers of the learner or there simply will be no learning.

In terms of theory of knowledge, Naturalism highlights the value of scientific knowledge, through specific
observation, accumulation and generalization. It also lays emphasis on the empirical and experimental
knowledge. Naturalism also lays stress on sensory training as senses are the gateways to learning.
According to naturalists the teacher is the observer and facilitator of the child’s development rather than
a giver of information, ideas, ideals and will power or a molder of character. In the words of Ross “teacher
in a naturalistic set up is only a setter of the stage, a supplier of materials and opportunities, a provider
of an ideal environment, a creator of conditions under which natural development takes place. Teacher is
only a non-interfering observer”.

Humanism

The material world is characterized by change, instability, and uncertainty; some ideas are enduring. Truth
is perfect and eternal, it cannot be found in the world of matter that is both imperfect and constantly
changing. Humanistic Education refers to an educational philosophy that believes human beings are, by
nature, self-developing creatures. An educator's primary responsibility is to create an environment in which
students can do their own growing. Humanistic educators have a broad understanding of the knowledge
that children acquire as they grow, and highly value student's affective and social development as well as
their intellectual development. The goal of humanistic education is to contribute to the development of
energetic, positive, self-respecting, caring human beings who can meet all challenges.

Internationalism

When a man does not realize his kinship with the
world, he lives in a prison-house whose walls are alien
to him. When he meets the eternal spirit in all objects,
then is he emancipated for then he discovers the fullest
significance of the world into which he is born; then he
finds himself in perfect truth, and his harmony with the
all is established.

C.D. Deshmukh in his master piece “Education for
international understanding” writes, “It is in their Japanese Guest Junpei Kokobu & Kokobu Subha
minds that must take root ideas, leading to the visited Vidya-Aranyam

realization of the common heritage of man an understanding and appreciation of differences among
peoples, a recognition of the basic human dignity which must be respected and safeguarded, an
awareness of inter-dependence of nations and the consequent need for international co-operation”.

Rabindranath Tagore was in favour of one world creation of unit amidst cultural, colour and religious
diversities is the need of the time for peaceful co-existence in the globe. Forgetting selfishness one we
should work to establish world culture based on love, affection fellow feeling and mutual understanding.
Cosmopolitan feelings are explicit in his writings and paintings. Tagore's internationalist thought and
attempt for making united world is appreciated all over the world.

The right type of knowledge and information, positive attitudes, desirable skills; keen interest regarding
different nations—their people, their ways of living, manners and customs, history and culture; problems
and progress in various fields; and above all, inter-dependence of all nations for the betterment of
humanity can be imparted to the student in an unbiased and intelligent way. ‘Global village’ concept needs
to be highlighted in the curriculum.

Idealism

TR AT AT | THEN | SR | Jeait SRy W |

Lead me from unreal to real.... | Lead me from darkness to light.... | Lead me from death to immortality....

53

- oy

j(:- -



3%
;i
. i

- Brihadaranyak Upanishad

Idealists believe that ideas are the only true reality. According to them, the human spirit is the most

¥ important element in life. Matter is not real. It attaches great significance to the study of man and his

mind. It maintains that the material and physical universe is subordinate to a higher type of reality, a
spiritual universe. The material world is characterized by change, instability, and uncertainty; some ideas
are enduring. We should be concerned primarily with the search for truth. Since truth is perfect and
eternal, it cannot be found in the world of matter that is both imperfect and constantly changing.

Tagore believed that man should realize the "ultimate truth" which will liberate him from the worldly
bondage. Experience according to him is within the world of illusion (Maya). He thought the world is the
place of both truth and illusion (Maya). In Tagore's view man is born with enormous surplus force which
is excess of his physical need. This surplus is the limitless potentiality of human personality and creativity.
In this lies the infinite future of man. The surplus potentiality manifests itself in man's religious spiritual
and moral activities. As an idealist he was an ardent supporter of truth, virtues and values. According to
Tagore, "By art man can experience the wholeness of life. The fine arts were nothing but intellectual and
spiritual discipline.

Idealistis vision in Education aims at development of the mind, Search for true ideas, Character
development, Self-realization, Preservation and transmission of culture, Preparation for whole life. The
Traditional methods have been Shravana ¢ Manana ¢ Nididhyasana

Culture

Culture is the characteristics and knowledge of a particular
group of people encompassing language. religion, cuisine, social
attitude/habits, and forms of expressions called arts. Geography,
history, and weather of a particular region also play an important
role in the formation of a culture. Cultural education consists of
the capacity for reflection. Children and also youngsters in cultural
education learn to reflect upon their own culture, culture of
others and culture in general.

And this capacity for reflection is in principle trained in many
different forms: it can be through journalism for instance or
through history but also through the arts. Arts are one of the main
forms of self-consciousness, cultural self-consciousness but also
philosophy, science and also lessons for example in citizenship. All
these forms of reflection together form what cultural education Dance showcase by MAHAGAMI shishyas
is and that also explains immediately why it is so difficult because of course cultural self-consciousness
within Europe is incredibly diverse. Teaching this to children is very important because it helps them to
grow up and to function in a culture which has not one clear identity ready for them.

Itis a culture in which education is shaped and imparted. And it is also culture which, in turn, is influenced
by education. Cultural tendencies, however, greatly impact the way education is imparted.

Heritage

Heritage is the legacy of physical artifacts and
intangible attributes of a group or society that is
inherited from past generations. Cultural heritage
includes tangible culture (such as buildings,
monuments, landscapes, books, works of art,
and artifacts), intangible culture (such as folklore,
traditions, language, and knowledge), and natural
heritage (including culturally significant landscapes,
and biodiversity).

Visit to History Museum

54

Culture and Heritage are one of the main ways that humans define who they are. Because culture and
heritage convey the spirit of the people who created them, they can help young people to acquire inter-
and intra- cultural understanding. The arts are not just multi-cultural, they are transcultural; they invite
cross-cultural communication. They teach openness towards those who are different from each other. By
putting people in touch with our own and other people's feelings, the culture/heritage mapping teach one
of the great civilizing capacities — how to be empathetic. By making Culture and Heritage mapping a part
of the school curriculum, students would learn to understand and appreciate and in the process find out
unique ways of protecting local heritage. Education would become more contextual and children are able
to understand local culture and their historical heritage better.

Environment

Environmental Education refers to organized efforts to teach how natural environments function, and
particularly, how human beings can manage behavior and ecosystems to live sustainably. It is a multi-
disciplinary field integrating disciplines such as biology, chemistry, physics, ecology, earth science,
atmospheric science, mathematics, and geography. The learning process expands individuals’ information
and mindfulness about nature’s domain and related difficulties, creates the vital abilities and mastery
to address the difficulties, instilled confidence and stewardship and cultivates demeanor, inspirations,
and responsibilities to settle on educated choices and make dependable moves in the field that they
are working with. Environmental instruction upgrades basic analyzation, critical thinking, and compelling
choice making abilities, and instructs people to weigh different sides of an environmental issue on order to
settle on educated and capable choices; thus leads to responsible individual and group actions.

Native Knowledge

Native Knowledge specifically focuses on indigenous knowledge, models,
methods, and content within formal or non-formal educational systems. The
growing recognition and use of indigenous education methods can be a response
to the erosion and loss of indigenous knowledge through the processes of
colonialism, globalization, and modernity. Indigenous communities are able to
"reclaim and revalue their languages and traditions, and in so doing, improve
the educational success of indigenous students", thus ensuring their survival as
a culture.

This principle reflects the understanding that indigenous peoples hold an
extensive wealth of knowledge, even if this knowledge has not always been
recognized by post-industrial cultures. It also recognizes that indigenous
knowledge contributes to the non-indigenous understandings in the world.
Native Knowledge includes cultural, social, historical, ecological and
scientific knowledge. It also encompasses both the traditional and the contemporary as native
knowledge continues to expand and develop. Because indigenous knowledge has often been referred
to as “traditional knowledge,” some people view it as
unchanging knowledge based only in the past. Instead it
is “an adaptable, dynamic system based on skills, abilities,
and problem-solving techniques that change over time
depending on environmental conditions”.

Ashadhi Ekadashi

Parwati Dutta
Vision Director, Vidya-Aranyam
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Tagore’s Philosophy of Education :
Towards a Future as Global Citizen

“Clouds come floating into my life,
no longer to carry rain or usher storm,
but to add color to my sunset sky.”

- Rabindranath Tagore; Stray Birds, 1916.

Asone of the earliest educators to thinkin
terms of the global village, Rabindranath
Tagore’s vision on Education has a unique
sensitivity and aptness for education
within multi-racial, multi-lingual
and multi-cultural situations, amidst
conditions of acknowledged economic
discrepancy and political imbalance.
The poet was certainly one of the very
few who had foreseen the emergence
of a global community and the need to
educate students in a manner where
they not only learned to appreciate their
own culture, but they would also be able to identify with people who were culturally different.

Tagore argued for education that would help develop sensitivity in a student by directly experiencing
nature. By fostering a close affinity with nature, students would be able to realize that there is no barrier
between their lives and the life of nature. This feeling of oneness with nature would eventually help
in developing sympathy and the ability to connect with the outside world. According to Tagore, real
education prepared students who can think for themselves and for the welfare of others and who are
not afraid of constantly challenging themselves to explore new ideas from other cultures and ways of life.
Tagore believed that cultivation of feeling, which involves an expansion of sympathy for other beings, is at
the heart of real education. Tagore’s idea of education was emancipatory.

Tagore was of the opinion that the primary role of education was transformative: changing the hearts and
minds of students in order for them to relentlessly strive to create world communities that are founded
on peace, universal brotherhood and sisterhood. He believed that education should aim to inculcate the
spirit of sympathy, service and self-sacrifice in the individual so that she could extend her/his “love far and
wide across all barriers of caste and colour” and embrace the world and humanity in a spirit of oneness
or ‘Advitam’, rising above egocentrism and ethnocentrism to a state of global consciousness. In a lecture
entitled, “To Teachers,” delivered in China in 1924, Tagore explained: “Education must enable every child
to understand and fulfill this purpose of the age, not defeat it by acquiring the habit of creating divisions
and cherishing national prejudices.

Tagore urged students to explore intellectual self-reliance and freedom. He believed that true freedom
in the acquisition of knowledge and experience could not be gained by “possessing other people’s
ideas but by forming one’s own standards of judgment and producing one’s own thoughts.” As Tagore
wrote, “We have come to this world to accept it, not merely to know it. We may become powerful by
knowledge, but we attain fullness by sympathy. The highest education is that which does not merely give
us information but makes our life in harmony with all its existence.” In an interview in 1919, entitled “On
Some Educational Questions”, Tagore further explained: “Education is, in a real sense, the breaking of the
shackles of individual narrowness...the highest aim of education should be to help the realization of the
unity, but not of uniformity. Uniformity is unnatural. A sound educational system should provide for the
development of variety without losing the hold on the basic or spiritual unity.”

Tagore’s belief was that one should learn about the world from the starting point of early immersion in
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one’s own local language and culture. The Nobel Laureate economist and an alumnus of Vishva-Bharati,
Amartya Sen, wrote: “There was something totally remarkable about the ease with which discussions
in the school could move from Indian traditional literature to contemporary as well as classical western
thought and to China, Japan and elsewhere.

It is indeed ironic that even though we have received Tagore’s rich legacy of education for the whole
person, which has been picked up again in the West, many academic institutions in India have chosen
to focus on producing profit-makers rather than ethically grounded, global citizens, which Tagore had
envisioned. Under pressure to reduce costs, these institutions often eliminate or cut back on arts and
humanities, which are vital to a healthy society. As Tagore observed, such efforts to prune or eliminate
arts and humanities are nothing but a suicide of the soul. If we continue to produce profit-makers with
technical education, it is quite likely that we will have a nation full of technically trained people with
limited imagination without the necessary intellectual wherewithal to critique authority.

The eminent American philosopher and renowned Tagore scholar, Martha Nussbaum (2010), warns us
that when education is based purely on profitability, it has a strong possibility of “producing a greedy
obtuseness and a technically trained docility that threatens the very life of democracy itself, and that
certainly impedes the creation of a decent world culture”. In order to avoid this dismal scenario, we may
want to adopt Tagore’s innovative ideas by having carefully crafted instruction in the arts and humanities
that will provide to every student the necessary knowledge and skills to deal with complex issues
concerning gender, race, ethnicity, class, and inter-cultural understanding.

It’s only by ensuring a solid foundation in arts and humanities that we can succeed in producing future
citizens who can take charge of their own reasoning, who can see the different and foreign not as a threat
to be resisted, but as an invitation to explore, understand and possibly expand their minds and their
capacity for global citizens. Tagore’s vision of educating the whole person with a global perspective has
gained new interest in the West due to the influx of immigrants in several of these countries with vastly
diverse cultural backgrounds, making it necessary to embrace an educational model that promotes inter-
cultural understanding.

Sadly, in India today, his ideas about education are often neglected. Private educational institutions have
sprung up everywhere; these are focused on profit, abandoning the whole idea of teaching students
to help create a dialogic world that is based on sympathy, respect, and mutuality, which Tagore had so
successfully educated to so many citizens of Indian democracy. In an age that is defined by technology,
many Indian academic institutions are engaged in providing skills-based education instead of education
of the whole person. Hordes of students are graduating every year from these institutions ready to join
the workforce without any kind of formal training to be an ethical citizen who appreciates the pluralistic
nature of our universe. In this pursuit of skills-based education, we seem to have forgotten the value of
education that nurtures the “soul,” where one learns what it is to have our thoughts and imagination
connecting us to our world in enormously rich, subtle and complex ways; about what it is to interact
with another individual as a soul rather than as a means to an end; about what it is to have a dialogue as
someone who has a soul with someone else whom one sees as similarly deep and complex.

In a letter to Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore likened his educational experiment at Santiniketan to
a vessel carrying the cargo of his “life’s best treasure.” Tagore’s educational efforts were ground-breaking
in many areas. He was one of the first in India to argue for a humane educational system that was in touch
with the environment and aimed at overall development of the personality

One characteristic that sets Rabindranath’s educational theory apart is his approach to education as a
poet. At Santiniketan, he stated, his goal was to create a poem ‘in a medium other than words.” It was this
poetic vision that enabled him to fashion a scheme of education which was all inclusive, and to devise a
unique program for education in nature and creative self-expression in a learning climate congenial to

global cultural exchange. oy

Parwati Dutta
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Original Bengali (Devanagari script) 1910

o Sten weR[, 3= e iR,
M ST Gh U7 T AT
CIEE R UG RECENEE]

THYR T 18 TWUE WUE 5N,
ST TR TR ScEgERd
IeaafE 33, St fratfa
< o fext fext swiamy um
IS8 HeEtay T -

ST TS TR HESTAUT
fo=m a9 et T3 7MY,
st L s sten
T & e famar TS Har-
ot 7=a Fa ammema =it U,
TR T3 T U ATl

Marathi Translation by
Kusumagraj (V. V. Shirwadkar)

ffa 99 oot TE, 399 HEdS TEE
59 7 FRETE HEA, FHT HA FTHA |
59 7 firdt foret <fiem, yamg st s
YegmYA Ted I A= 3T A |
CIEIGASIER DT RO M i L BN TS
I 7 Y WR=AT 3 WE[ 3 |

AT YOS HATAT HIUIqUIT= 7 X
Tk 39T ST S50 T CITAT AT L. |
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Hindi Translation by poet
Shivmangal Singh ‘Suman’
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Wishing Divine Support

Dear Parwati Dutta and Mahagami and Vidya Aranyam Family,

| feel especially fortunate to have traveled with you and Manipuri artist Sandib Bhattacharya
to the Vidya Aranyam School, whose construction, educational philosophy and establishment
of a double Sanskrit-cum-government curriculum you are guiding in conjunction with the
Mahatma Gandhi Mission. To have approached the classroom full of very young children,
waiting in expectant silence to greet you and Sandib (and me, an unexpected guest) was a
beautiful experience. Their chanting of Sanskrit shlokas and playful joining in Sandib's dance
class demonstrated that they are imbibing positive educational, emotional and behavioral life-
styles.

Very young children are the foundation stones of future generations. | believe that we have
no more important work than the education of children, guiding them to be empowered
with knowledge and moral principles so that they can become the future leaders in an ethical
society. Your leadership in creating this educational model at Vidya Aranyam is awe-inspiring
and of profound importance.

It was a special treat to walk with you while you viewed the latest work with your construction
team. Your concern about the aesthetics as well as practical design details reflected the
integration of theory and practice in your vision: the symmetry of two entry ramps, the open-
to-the-sky art room, the placement of office, administrative section, sick-room - so many details
carefully considered and insistently and consistently followed through.

The poem on ‘Pankh’ displayed at the enterance is beautiful, unpretentious and powerful in its
simplicity. For me your poem encapsulates your vision and work. | wish you divine and human
support in your vitally important mission.

Sincerely,

Janaki Patrik,
Artistic Director
The Kathak Ensemble, New York City, USA
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Save the Trees: Save the Planet

Trees are the important elements of nature, which have been serving the living beings
in many ways since the earliest times of existence of life on the earth. Societies today
are often too unkind in their attitude towards nature with little knowledge of the limits
and constraints on using nature. The advancement of technologies at a remarkable pace
is a standing witness of how restlessly human beings strive to reach new heights. In the
process of new inventions they should reflect on their knowledge and train themselves to
shape tools and technologies which are in harmony with nature.

Needless to say, there is no alternative to plantation of saplings to reduce global warming
and conservation of the ecosystem, also adding lungs to the society.

| appeal to the students to save the environment from vanishing into oblivion following
widespread deforestation all over the world. Every individual should inculcate the habit of
planting one tree each day, instead of spending a large amount of money in the name of
entertainment.

My best wishes to Parwatiji, Mahagami- a beautiful and green space | have twice visited and
the school Vidya Aranyam . | do hope and believe that this school will not just impart formal
education but will certainly play a vital role in transforming the lives of the students and the
space where it is located.

Padmashri Jadav "Molai" Payeng
Environmental activist
‘Forest Man of India’
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TS i G 39S WIS fedd IR,

TehT Y1313 Tsh HET 33T T&1d 3T,
T SRR T ST, HIE Iadedt
TIR hefl. AEER fages qam et
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Vidya-Aranyam Anthem

o[ fo S, 39d |ed wen

Y <R SRA g4, AT Yk L&l A
B Sy g M, 1 Gplaart a2
Y CIE IR g4, AT 6 & A
T Hearea 3, Seei € getdr
Y CIE S g, AT G T SATar
rfera afeemh, afeqel ot pereran
HH RN SN Brall, A1 Heh T AT
T T8 o, femm 3@ e
HY CIE ST g, A1 Gh T AT
qd SO &, TaSHE STk

Y CuTE FRG g, AT Yk L&l AT

Marathi Translation by
Dr. Narendra Jadhav of Tagore's sonnet
" Where the mind is without fear..."




The region named as Bagh Talav, literally meaning ‘a water reservoir inhabited by tigers’, is
the location of our school Vidya Aranyam. The name evoked imaginative illustrations of the
Campus that must have been once a green forest with rich biodiversity. As told by older natives,
there had been frequent deforestations and hunting in this region that must have lead to total
devastation of this blessed place surrounded by hills and valleys.

Vidya Aranyam community believes in creating a Green Planet that can pulsate with care,
compassion and sensitivity towards all: the animate and inanimate. This is just the beginning,
but let the inspiration open newer horizons for everyone in all aspects of learning.

Let Education not just mean duplication of content keepers, but creating an ‘Aranyam’; a
forest....

.... a forest, so that our future generations can live in clean and green environment and
....a forest of knowledge: Vidya Aranyam,
so that our future as a society is brighter, fear-free, liberated and evolved!

Jai Vidya ! 5= femm | =
JaiJagat ! 919 S !
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Vidya (knowledge) is that which liberales
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Vidya- Aranyam
@ unigus dwedling in the green for knowladge
Bagh Talav, MGM Hills, Gandhel, Aurangabad
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